
Chapter 1 –The Pentateuch 

Chapter 1 – The Pentateuch, Part 1 
You have 75 minutes to cover seven pages of notes.  That’s a little over 10 min per page.  Be sure to keep your eye on the time.  You’re going to have to keep it moving! 

I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Penta = five 

Pentateuch = First five books of the Bible Sometimes called:  The Books of Moses 

B. A book of history 
The Bible really is a history book - Lots of history.  These are not legends or myths.  The Bible records actual events. 

It is the story of God redeeming us through His Son Jesus, from beginning to end.  

Throughout the Bible you will find themes that repeat themselves such as the following: 

C. Outline of the books 
With each of the 5 books in the Pentateuch we will look at four specific things: 

Most of these dates will be approximates. (General dates which help us understand where events fit.) 

Timing helps us see that there really is a pattern to God’s plan. Timing as opposed to specific dates - How things fit to gether 

I’m so thankful God works through people.  They are examples for us. Both examples for the good and also for the bad. 

God’s picture book is full of stories. These events help us remember both timing and dates. 

II. UNDERSTANDING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 

READ IT!   Heb 1:1-3 - God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,   This tells us that in the Old Testament, God spoke throu gh the prophets; and in the New Testament, He spoke through Jesus Christ, His Son. 

A. The Old Testament consists of 39 books 

B. FIVE DISTINCT DIVISIONS JEWISH DIVISIONS 

C. Old Testament history covers about 1,500 years 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & 12 sons 
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Chapter 1 – The Pentateuch 

III. THE PENTATEUCH 

A. Unique importance of the Pentateuch 

The basic foundation for the whole Bible is found here. “Blessed is the man who meditates in the law day and night.”   (Psalm 1) 

Every major Biblical concept is found in the Pentateuch.  

The roots for Bible doctrine are found in the Pentateuch. These books will help sink your roots deep in the soil of Gods’ Word. 

Psalm 1:1-3 – READ IT Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly , Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall n ot wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. These are the roots of the tree planted by waters . Study the Pentateuch and your leaf will not wither .  Bear fruit and WHATEVER you do will prosper! 

B. AUTHORSHIP - Moses is the author of all five books 
Interesting note:  In Genesis 2:4 the word Generations =“Tolodoth ” In Hebrew it means: “Written Record.”  It’s possible that Moses had written records of the creation available to him – possibly written by Adam! 

IV. GENESIS 
A. Outline for reading 

The creation of man to take control of planet earth. Man is placed in a garden.  Satan enters the garden. 

Man yields to Satan’s ploys. Sin enters mankind and the world. 

All creation now groans for the coming of Jesus.  Romans 8:20-22 - 20 For the creation was subjected to futi li ty , not willingly , but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty  of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together unti l now.  He will once again set everything right , the way He intended it to be. 

Romans 6:23a – “For the wages of sin is death”…The flood of Noah  

Romans 6:23b – “but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.) …Noah and his family 

The way God dealt with each patriarch reveals something about the way God deals with His people in general. 

Why do you suppose He says this over and over again? Because He wants us to learn from the way He treated them. They are examples for us.  God doesn’t change! 

V. GENESIS CHAPTER ONE 
A. Theme = the kingdom of God

“In the beginning God ….”  God was already here at the beginning. He is pre-existent.  He always was and always will be. 

God created the - “Heavens and Earth.” He is the Creator and the creation of God was “Goo d.”  God d oesn’t make junk! 

Greek culture said everything physical is bad.  In some areas this thought crept into the church (Gnostics and recent cults). 

John 1:1-14 – READ IT - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the li fe was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only  begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Jesus is the one who actually spoke all things into existence . 

All other creation accounts of other religions start with pre-existent matter - starting with something that is already here.  

All other gods that people worship are created beings. Our God always was.   He was here before creation began! 

God is powerful and above all.   Nothing compares to God. God is all powerful.   Nothing is impossible with God.  God is eternal.   He always was.   He always is.   He always will be. 

B. Creation is the first event in the Bible

We probably wouldn’t understand it anyway.  God is sovereign. 
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Chapter 1 –The Pentateuch 

Next we will look at what some Old Testament prophets said about the nature of God :  
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12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, Measured heaven 
with a span And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the 
mountains in scales And the hills in a balance? 13 Who has directed the Spirit 
of the LORD, Or  His counselor has taught Him? 14 With whom did He take 
counsel, and  instructed Him, And taught Him in the path of justice? Who 
taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the way of understanding? 
15 Behold, the nations  as a drop in a bucket, And are counted as the small 
dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 16 And 
Lebanon  not sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering. 
17 All nations before Him  as nothing, And they are counted by Him less 
than nothing and worthless. 

This is a huge point and must not be underestimated.  Especially when ministering in other cultures. 

To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him? 
19 The workman molds an image, The goldsmith overspreads it with gold, And 
the silversmith casts silver chains. 20 Whoever  too impoverished for a
contribution Chooses a tree  will not rot; He seeks for himself a skillful 
workman To prepare a carved image  will not totter. 
21 Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from 
the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22  He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants  like 
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them 
out like a tent to dwell in. 23 He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the 
judges of the earth useless. 
24 Scarcely shall they be planted, Scarcely shall they be sown, Scarcely shall 
their stock take root in the earth, When He will also blow on them, And they 
will wither, And the whirlwind will take them away like stubble. 

“To whom then will you liken Me, Or shall I be equal?” says the 
Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these 
Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, By the 
greatness of His might And the strength of  power; Not one is missing. 

But the LORD  the true God; He  the living God and the everlasting King. 
At His wrath the earth will tremble, And the nations will not be able to endure 
His indignation. 
11 Thus you shall say to them: “The gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth shall perish from the earth and from under these heavens.”

12 He has made the earth by His power, He has established the world by His 
wisdom, And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion. 13 When He 
utters His voice, a multitude of waters in the heavens: “And He 
causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for 
the rain, He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”
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Chapter 1 –The Pentateuch 
14 Everyone is dull-hearted, without knowledge; Every metalsmith is put to 
shame by an image; For his molded image  falsehood, And no
breath in them. 

5 I  the LORD, and  no other;  no God besides Me. I will gird 
you, though you have not known Me, 6 That they may know from the rising of 
the sun to its setting That  none besides Me. I  the LORD, and 

 no other; 7 I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create 
calamity; I, the LORD, do all these ’
8 “Rain down, you heavens, from above, And let the skies pour down 
righteousness; Let the earth open, let them bring forth salvation, And let 
righteousness spring up together. I, the LORD, have created it. 
9 “Woe to him who strives with his Maker!  the potsherd  with the 
potsherds of the earth! Shall the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you 
making?’ Or shall your handiwork ‘He has no hands’? 10 Woe to him who 
says to father, ‘What are you begetting?’ Or to the woman, ‘What have 
you brought forth?’”

C. God is sovereign 
God doesn’t owe us anything.   We o we everything to Him. He doesn’t need us but we need Him. Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” - Refutes all Greek Philosophy 

VI. GENESIS CHAPTER TWO 
A. Theme:  man is the master steward 

Humans are important in the eternal scheme of things, but only because God made man important 

God didn’t choose man because man is something special – Man is special because God chose to make us special! 

B. The nature of man is found in Genesis Chapter Two

All humans have three components:  Body = your physical body; Soul = mind & emotions; Spirit = invisible part that worships God. 

God gave man the ability to imagine and to create things to make his life easier and more productive. 

God gave us free choice. 

Man lives forever.  The only question is:  Where? 

C. There is more about the nature of man in Genesis 1 & 2 than in all other 
text books the world has to offer 

D. God allowed the possibility of evil 

Can you think of any other way God could have created free will? God did not create evil.  He simply allowed the possibility for evil to exist. 
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VII. CHAPTER THREE 
A. Theme: sin and the gospel 
B. Serpent was the vehicle of temptation 

Talk about snakes.  How are they a good illustration of Satan?  Get the class to enter into the conversation! 

They must catch live animals & insects to eat, but they have no arms, no legs, no hands.   They are very cunning – Satan is cunning. 

They hide and disguise themselves.   So does Satan. 

Satan still does this same thing today (Genesis 3:1 -Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”) 

C. Man is drawn away by the desires of the flesh 
Our enemy, the devil still uses the same temptations against us today . Lust of the eyes, Lust of the flesh, Boastful pride of life (1 John 2:16 - For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of li fe—is not of the Father but is of the world.) 

D. Chapter three covers the fall of man 
By the time we get to the third chapter in the Bible , man has already fallen. The rest of the Bible is the story of God redeeming fallen man. 

Specifically verse 17 tells us that sin results in a curse on all things  (Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of  which I commanded you, say ing, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground [EARTH] for your sake; In toil you shall eat of i t All the days of your li fe.) 

Romans 5:21 
so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

E. Proto-Evangelico 
Genesis 3:15 

And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

Proto = First / Evangelico = Evangel or Gospel Proto-evangelico = The first mention of the gospel in the Bible  Read it and explain it.  Compare it with Hebrews 2:14  -“ Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, ” So now that we see it is all about the gospel from beginning to end.  

HOMEWORK 

I’m not looking for a long essay, just a brief explanation. M
ast

er
's 

B
ibl

e S
chool



Chapter 1 –The Pentateuch 

ADDENDUM:  THE PATRIARCHS PUT IN STORY FORM 
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